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• Metropolis:  old process of urbanisation, Including the 
principal economic and financial activities and shows the 
more complex degrees of social interaction and labour 
division, "global cities”. 

• Middle cities, capitals of states or provinces with a close 
relationship (in general) with primary activities. Rapid 
process of urbanisation and increment of population 
along the second part of the twenty century.

• But cities and population size do not explain at all the 
urban profiles.
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City  Density  Urban 

Area 
(Km2) 

Buenos Aires, Argentina  13.679,6 202,90 
Athens, Greece  6.979,0 456,74 
San Miguel de Tucumán, 
Argentina 

5.862,3 90,00 

London, England  4.480,0 1.590,00 
Cochabamba, Bolivia  3.713,0 55,63 
Niterói, Brazil  3.507,0 134,50 
Resistencia, Chaco, Argentina  3.489,0 104,8 
Greater Buenos Aires Argentina  2.394,4 3.627,00 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania  1850,0 1350,0 
Lahti, Finland  726,0 *** 
Nyeri, Kenya  721,0 20,80 
Tala, Kenya  721,0 33,70 

Limeira, Brazil  430,0 579,00 
AguasCalientes, Mexico  68,9 86,26 
Kangasala, Finland 65,0 *** 
Nurmo, Finland 31,3 36,20 
Lapua, Finland  18,6 75,00 
Kauhava, Finland  16,8 48,50 
Kuortane, Finland 9,5 46,20 
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Cities 
 by size 

Age Households Critical social groups  

Metropolis Older and 
active 
High 
consume   

One person 
and older 
people 
living alone 
High 
consume, 
age of the 
nets 

problems to attend the 
payment of the 
services,  
Suburban areas. 
Urban poverty, high 
density, ecological  
problems, lack of 
services, water disease, 
excluding of the 
management, des 
industrialization 

Middle cities  Younger 
profile 

Multifamily  Demographic tendency 
of   future pressure to 
the resource, New 
Urban poverty 
(migrations) , high 
density, ecological  
problems, lack of 
services, low 
integration in urban 
management, water 
disease  
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London, Atenas, Buenos Aires, Cochabamba, Dar es Salaam
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• The intensity acquired by the des-
industrialization processes or re-localisation and 
modernisation in the industrial sector, both in 
London and in Buenos Aires, constitutes -among 
others- one of the factors to which problems in 
the increase of the level of underground water, 
significantly affecting the urban infrastructure in 
different areas, are attributed.
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• Buenos Aires, Athens, Cochabamba, show a growing and significant 
weight of job precariousness and informality (over 50 % of the 
employed):

– un-registered jobs,

– short term jobs,

– ranging from part-time contracts to overtime.

– In other cases also affected by great seasonal changes in the 
labour market (Lakes Region in Rio de Janeiro).

• London, Athens, Buenos Aires, Tucumán and Cochabamba show 
backward patterns in the income. They have evolutioned
unfavourably for those ranked at the very bottom of the scale.



• the values of these indicators are not 
homogeneous in each of the studied locations. 

– The poverty evolution patterns reflect their 
association with a high unemployment level, 
greater job instability and precariousness, and 
the reduction of the income of the people and 
the households in these areas.



• In a great part of the case studies, the poor 
migrant populations, with a weaker social and 
material rearguard, are those who fill the jobs 
with greater instability, low skilled and with 
lowest salaries.

• They usually settle occupying land illegally 
(either public or private), in peripheral areas with 
inadequate or non-existing urbanisation.

• But they also settle in areas in the heart of the 
urban centres. 


